The Christian America Myth

Jim Hill shares his opinion and a bit of history on the
guestion of the United States’ Christian foundings ...

For the past several years, rhetoric from the Christian right has risen in both vol-
ume and pitch. “America was founded as a Christian nation!” “This country was built on
Judeo-Christian values!”

Yet the facts bear out a different story altogether. The founding fathers were, in fact,
deists. The foundering fathers were freethinkers who believed in the possibility of the
existence of God, but not in the Bible as necessarily the divine, inspired word of God.
Deists put their faith in man’s ability to use common sense and reason when solving
social and political problems.

Nevertheless, televangelist Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition, among
others, continue to insist that early American leaders were practicing
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In earlier days, Native Americans were deemed “inhuman savages”
and were driven from their homes and destroyed. This “biblically-justi-
fied” slaughter carried on for years later evolved into “manifest destiny,” the absurd
belief that God commanded “white” men to take over the entire continent from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. Manifest Destiny whipped men into a patriotic frenzy and the
rhetoric of the time helped them see their fellow man as something less than human,
and therefore easier to kill without remorse.

Americans also found “justification” for Slavery in the Bible. Verses referring to the
“mark of Cain,” and to “the Curse of Ham” were twisted to explain Africans and to
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“Leave the matter of reli-
gion to the family altar,
the church, and the pri-
vate schools, supported

entirely by private contri-

butions. Keep the church
and the state forever

separated.”
- Ulysses S. Grant

Catholics are not true Christians ...

excuse the forced importation and enslavement of Africans. Many years
later, abolitionists used the same bible to show the evils of slavery.
Immigration provided another occasion to use the Bible, this time

to “prove” the inferiority of the immigrants, especially
those who were Catholics. Christian leaders declared
Catholics a threat to America, claiming Catholics’ first
allegiance was to the Pope in Rome. The Ku Klux Klan,
famous for its hatred of blacks, also terrorized Catholics
and other immigrants, as well as Jews and later, homo-
sexuals. Most don't realize that the KKK considers itself
a Christian organization, and that the burning cross is
actually, in their vernacular, an “illumination” of the
cross, sometimes accomplished by stringing Christmas
lights over it, rather than setting it ablaze.

Recently Catholics have come under attack again,
as many fundamentalist Christians today claim
and again, the Bible is used to

“prove” this bias. “Where does the bible mention a Pope? Where does the
bible mention confession?”

Those of other religions and beliefs in the United States are also tar-
geted anew, this time for conversion rather than death or ostracism.
Recently Southern Baptists commanded their members to pray during
Jewish Holy Days for Jews to convert to Christianity and to pray that
“Jewish people would be free of the strong influence of materialism.” The
action outraged Jewish leaders.

“Persecution is not an
original feature in any reli-
gion; but it is always the
strongly marked feature
of all religions established
by law.”

- Thomas Paine

Lately rhetoric against gays is getting louder as well.
After years of Christian condemnation, alternately
declaring gays “sick” or “demonic,” fundamentalist

“I want you to just let a
wave of intolerance wash
over you. | want you to let
a wave of hatred wash
over you. Yes, hate is
good Our goal is a
Christian nation. We have
a Biblical duty, we are
called by God, to conquer
this country. We don't
want equal time. We don’t

want pluralism.”
-Randall Terry, Founder of
Operation Rescue, The News-
Sentinel, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 8-
16-93

Christians have recently employed a new tactic - the idea that gays can
be “healed” of homosexuality through a belief in Jesus. Fundamentalist
“ex-gay ministries” routinely claim that “thousands” of “ex-gays” have
been “led out of the homosexual ‘lifestyle.” Rather than submitting sta-
tistics to any peer-reviewed medical or scientific journal, they instead
rely on purchasing newspaper ads to get their point across - even though

both the American Psychological Association and the
American Psychiatric Association have declared “ex-gay”
therapy useless and potentially harmful to participants.

Tune in to a Christian or conservative radio show, or load a conser-
vative Web site and you'll find page after page condemning “liberals” for
everything from tearing down the government to promoting a dreaded
“New World Order.” The very word “liberal” has come to mean “bad” in
conservative circles, yet it's thrown about so often the meaning can only
be “anyone who disagrees with us.” Again, this is not a new tactic. Only
a few years ago, this polarization of “liberals” impacted human history
for all time, yet the following speech could easily appear in tomorrow’s

news:

“The national government ... will maintain and defend the founda-
tions on which the power of our nation rests. It will offer strong protec-
tion to Christianity as the very basis of our collective morality ... Today
Christians ... stand at the head of [the nation] ... | pledge that | never
will tie myself to parties who want to destroy Christianity ... We want to
fill our culture again with the Christian spirit ... We want to burn out all
the recent immoral developments in literature, in the theater, and in the
press - in short, we want to burn out the poison of immorality which has
entered into our whole life and culture as a result of liberal excess dur-
ing the past ... [few] years.” - Adolph Hitler

“Liberalism bought a

pact with the devil.”

-Newt Gingrich, at the Christian
Coalition’s “Road to Victory”
Conference, Washington, DC,
1995

The message is becoming increasingly obvious, now
as it was 60-odd years ago: If you don't think, live, look
and act just like us, you are wrong, you are damned and
you are below us.

The religious right seeks nothing less than control
over the government, the land, and everyone in it, and
will use any means at their disposal to achieve their
goals; especially the Bible.

-]

“In every country and
every age, the priest has
been hostile to liberty. He
is always in alliance with
the despot, abetting his
abuses in return for pro-

tection to his own. It is
easier to acquire wealth
and power by this combi-
nation than by deserving
them, and to effect this,
they have perverted the

purest religion ever
preached to man into
mystery and jargon, unin-
telligible to all mankind,
and therefore the safer

for their purposes.”

- Thomas Jefferson, in a letter to
Horatio Spafford, 1814
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